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On August 25 last we printed an account of 
the work of Fromin and Gregoire upon the action 
of metallic tin and tin oxide against staphylococci 
in vitro, and the effect of these agents in staphylo- 
coccal infections, especially in human furunculosis. 
In an accompanying note in this column, we re- 
marked that the clinical and experimental results 
obtained from these drugs suggested many indica- 
tions for their veterinary use, and mentioned pus- 
tular follicular mange as a prominent instance. 
Mr. F. T. Harvey, in an article published last week. 
advances the same suggestion, and adds some per- 
sonal experience confirming the French results from 
tin compounds in human furunculosis. He further 
points out that a therapeutic combination of met- 
allic tin and tin oxide is now obtainable in this 
country; and it certainly seems to deserve a good 
trial in our work. 

Mr. Harvey then alludes to a subject the import- 
ance of which is only beginning to be recognised. 
It was known four or five years ago that many 
antiseptics have distinct specific differences in their 
potency against various pathogenic microbes; but 
the. knowledge was hardly general in the pro- 
fession, and many failed to realise its importance. 
War experience has popularised it; and every clin- 
ician now knows that the successful antiseptic 
treatment of an infected wound requires a know- 
ledge of what bacterial species are causing the in- 
fection. This opens up a wide field, which is now 
being worked. We have yet much to learn of the 
specific antiseptic potencies of different drugs; and 
we have the further problem of how the knowledge 
may best be Sar in general practice. 

Obviously the ideal method of complete bacterio- 
logical examination of the contents of a wound is 
usually impossible in practice. There still remains 
the possitility that a microscopical examination 
may at least afford very useful guidance in treat- 
ment. It appears not unlikely that such an ex- 
amination may now be frequently adopted as a 
routine aid to diagnosis. The clinician who has had 
a modern bacteriological training, though he may 
not be capable at once of undertaking the task, 
should be able to fit himself for it with a little study 
and practice. If hospital experience proves such 
anexamination to be of real clinical utility, the 
method must come more and more into general 
practice; and laboratory knowledge will system- 
atise procedures to ensure its maximum of value to 
the clinician. Here we may well recall the readi- 
ness with which many practitioners who had never 
before used an oil immersion lens began to do so, 
and learnt one or two not quite easy methods of 


bacteriological technique, immediately upon the 
enactment of the Tuberculosis Order. 

As Mr. Harvey remarks, a successful chemio- 
therapy offers many advantages over a vaccine one. 
No one can yet say how far the specific chemio- 
therapy of wounds may develope ; but it is certain 
to be more important in the future than it has been 
in the past. 


THe Annual Fee R.C.V.S. 
Dalegarth, Windermere, 
11th March, 1918. 

Sir,—A suggestion has been made in your columns 
recently by one or two members that if the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons would 
only send out a circular to the profession appealing 
for voluntary subscriptions, there would be a big 
response and our financial anxieties would be en- 
tirely relieved. As these correspondents seem to 
have forgotten the facts, I should like to point out 
that in the Annual reports for many years past the 
attention of the profession has been called to the 
financial condition of the College. In 1916, and 
again last year, the whole of the profession was cir- 
cularised, and figures were given showing the exact 
state of the College finances. In each case the 
members were asked to contribute parse the 
sum of one guinea a year in anticipation of the 
passing of the Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment 
Bill. Moreover, every member of the profession 
has twice been supplied with a Bankers Order form 
for the annual payment of the subscription. I am 
informed by the Secretary that 310 members have 
signed these forms and that about 500 others may 
perhaps be counted as being annual subscribers. 

Bankers draft forms will again be sent out this 
year with the Annual Report, and as this is the 
most convenient method, I trust members will sign 
them and save themselves and our Secretary much 
trouble.— Yours faithfully, 

Frank W. GARNETT, 
President R.C.V.S. 
The Editor The Veterinary Record. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 
[NationaL V.M.A.—Irish Brancu.] 

The annual meeting was held in the Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin, on Jan. 29. The President, Mr. J. H. Norris, 
occupied the chair. There were also present : 

P. D. Reavy, Profs. J. J. O’Connor, J. F. Craig, m.a., 
and T. G. Browne; Messrs. W. P. Cushnahan, J. S. 
McCann, John Holland, J. J. Cosgrove, Fred Daly, 


G. Tyson, J. B. or P. J. Howard, J. J. Kelly, 
L. M. Magee, J. Doyle, T. O’Donaghue, W. Cathcart, 
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The minutes of the previous meetings having been 
circulated, were taken as read, and adopted. 

The Hon. Sgc. read reports of the several Council 
meetings. 

Report or Councit.—January 29. 

At a Special meeting of the Council to which members 
of the Deputation to the Department were invited, held 
on July 6th, 1917, after a discussion of the report on the 
Deputation, it was to organise a further Deputa- 
tion representative of the apetewinn generally, and the 
Veterinary Officers of the Department, to wait on the 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury at an early date. 
It was suggested that the Deputation be composed of :— 
The President of the Royal College of Veterina 
Surgeons; the President or ‘Secretary of the National 
Veterinary Association; Messrs. Howard, Jordan, of 
Johnstone, Hamilton, Healy, and Prof. O’Connor, as 


representing the profession in lreland ; two members of | (1 


the Veterinary Officers Association as representing the 
Veterinary Inspectors. 

It was suggested that the Nationalist and Unionist 
Parliamentary parties should be approached to intro- 
duce and support this Deputation. It was further sug- 

ted that the Irish members of the Deputation should 
S id a sum of, ay £7 7s. each towards their out-of- 

et expenses. e@ money to be made up by a small 
iendtion rom each of the Veterinary Associations, and 
the balance to be made up by the Veterinary Officers of 
the Staff. 

It was agreed that a circular letter be sent to all the 
members of the Veputation which waited recently on 
the Department for their asoreres. and that the Secre- 
tary of the Veterinary Officers "Association should be 
asked to call a meeting of his Association for approval 
of this scheme and selection of members to the Depu- 
tation. 


A meeting of the Council of the V.M.A.I. was held in 
the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland on 10th August, 
1917, at 3.30 p.m. The minutes of the previous Council 
meeting were read, approved. and signed. 

It was proposed by Mr. Watson, seconded by Capt. 
Reavy, and passed: That the question of the Deputa- 
tion to the Secretary to the Treasury be postponed until 
we hear further from the Veterinary Officers Associa- 
tion, and we urge that the matter be fully considered 
by the Veterinary Officers Association and a definite 
reply sent to this Association as soon as convenient. A 
copy of this resolution be sent to the members of the 

utation. 

t was announced that the medal awarded for the 
highest aggregate of marks obtained by a student in his 
final examination at the Royal Veterinary College of 
Treland, was won by Mr. R. W. M. Mettam. It was 

ved that the medal be awarded. 

t was decided to abandon the August meeting for 
this year. Mr. Watson sea a paper for the Nov- 
ember meeting, and Mr. Dunlop to open the discussion. 


A meeting of Council was held on Tuesday, Nov. 6th, 
1917. Minutes of the previous Council meeting were 
read and signed. 

The following new candidates were posed :—Mr. 
J. Herriott, Tullow, proposed by Mr. Holland, seconded 
by Mr. Howard; Mr. J. J. Cosgrove, Kildare, proposed 
by Mr. Cushnahan, seconded by Capt. Reavy. 

It was decided to have the General meeting in the 
Gresham Hotel, in the last week of November, the day 
being left to the Secretary te arrange. Mr. Watson to 
give a paper on Diseases of the Cow’s udder. 

The Secretary was instructed to write the Depart- 
ment asking what had been done in the matter of the 


Deputation re the Inspectors’ grievances. 


A Special meeting of Council was held on Tuesday, 
19th November, 1917, with reference to the case of 
Burke, unqualified practitioner. Burke having given 
notice of appeal, the Secretary was instructed to write 
the Secretary of the R.C.V.S. the desirability of employ- 
in Senior Counsel to represent them on the occasion, 
Mr. Wyly being mentioned. The V.M.A.I. to accept 
responsibility for the expenses which this procedure 
may entail. 


A Special meeting of the Council of the V.M.A.I. was 
held at 50 Upper Mount Street on Nov. 29th, 1917, Mr. 
Norris, President, occupying the chair. The followin 


TY} members of Council were present: Messrs. R 


Lambert, Dunlop, Watson, Prentice, Cushnahan, Magee, 
Capt. Reavy, and Prof. O’Connor, Sec. Apologies for 
non-attendance received from Mr. Wilkinson and Prof. 
Jraig. 

The PRESIDENT, in opening the proceedings, said :— 

Gentlemen,—We meet to-day under the shadow of a 
great loss, Prof. Mettam’s rather unexpecten death has 
rendered it necessary to call a special Council meeting 
at short notice to consider two urgent matters: first, 
that we should in the name of our Association convey 
to Mrs. Mettam and family an expression of our deepest 
sympathy and condolence in their very sad bereave- 
ment ; and second, to decide what action we should 
take under the circumstances with regard to our general 
meeting convened for Friday evening next. 

I believe that I am only voicing the feeling of all our 
members in saying we have heard of the death of Prof. 
Mettam with the greatest regret. He was an old and 
important member of this Association, filling the Preési- 
dentship on two or three occasions, leaving an indelible 
mark on our annals which we all might try to emulate 
with advantage to our profession and ourselves. He 
was an arduous worker in the rea'm of scientific re- 
search, keen on everything pertaining to the scientific 
side of our profession—in fact it might be truly said he 
consecrated his comparatively short life to the pursuit 
of science for the pure love of science, and the traged 
of it all is that his career has been cut short in the full 
tide of brilliant progressive activities and promising 
possibilities. Prof. Mettam was recognised by all asa 
great teacher and leader, and although his views and 
ours might not on all occasions agree, his outstanding 
ability and honesty of or always commanded our 
respect and admiration. He filled a great place in the 
veterinary world which will be hard to refil!, but the 
memory of his regretably short life will remain to 
illuminate the path of future aspirants to leadership in 
our profession. _ 

On the motion of Mr. Watson, seconded by Capt. 
a the following resolution was passed unani- 
mously :— 

“That we hereby place on record our great sorrow at 
the lamented death of our friend and fellow member, 
Prof. Mettam, and the feeling of irreparable loss which 
the Association has sustained. That our Secretary be 
instructed to convey to Mrs. Mettam and family our 
condolence and deepest sympathy with them in their 
“Tt = wn: ya ded and passed, that the N 

t was pro) , secon an , that the Nov- 
ember General meeting of this Association convened for 
Friday next be postponed until the date of the next 
January meeting, as a mark of respect to the memory of 
the late Professor Mettam. 


A meeting of Council was held on Friday, 11th Jan. 
Minutes of previous Councils were read and signed. 

Replies were received from Mrs. Mettam and Mrs. 
McKenny, acknowledging the votes of condolence sent 
by the Council. 
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A letter was received from the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons with reference to the nomination form 
for Mr. Howard on the Council. Instructions were 
given that Mr. Howard be written to for his consent to 
act if re-elected, and that a circular letter be sent to 
each of the Irish Veterinary Associations requesting 
that an annual subscription be made towards Mr. 
Howard’s out-of-pocket expenses on the occasions of 
his attending the meetings of Council. 

The PRESIDENT, on opening the meeting, said: “The 
inexorable hand of death has been busy of late in our 
ranks. The passing of Prof. Mettam has been followed 
with tragic suddenness by the death of our old and well 
beloved friend, Mr. James McKenny. He was, as you 
know, one of the founders of this Association, and until 
quite recently took an active part m our work. For 
many years he was our Secretary— indeed the life and 
soul Le the Association, the man who nurtured its early 

who stuck to it in times of distress, whose con- 
suming interest and untiring energy helped so largely to 
make it the useful institution it has become to our 
profession. 

Mr. McKenny was an eminent veterinary practitioner, 
typifying the best tradiiions of what is called the ‘old 

iS which relied so successfully upon material ex- 


school,” 
perience and sound common sense in the practice of 
their profession. New theories of unproved merit he 


viewed with a critical and rather cynical eye. He was 
never given to dogmatise, but was always willing to 
support his point of view by logical argument. He was, 


the box to show that this man, although he wasn’t 
a qualified surgeon, was a successful man treating ani- 
mals. The Recorder said that “long ago, when he was 
in the country he had often heard it said that a local 
man was often more thought of than a trained surgeon.” 
He (the President) spoke to Prof. O’Connor when the 
report appeared in the newspapers, and he agreed that 
they could not go and ask the Recorder to repudiate 
_ what was in the press, neither could they write to the 
‘editors of the papers, as they invariably maintained the 
a version was the correct one. 
| This conviction of £10 is hanging over Burke’s head 
if be ever holds himself out to be a veterinary su 
or describes himself as such. I think it was a de- 
cision. The only thing that was unsatisfactory about it 
was the press notice. 

Mr. HoLuanp said that the Recorder ought in a cer- 
tain sense to be more ieved than they were for pro- 
mulgating such a doctrine as that the lucky man was 
superior as a rule to the professic man. He didn’t 
think it was at all creditable to him. 

After some further discussion the matter ended, the 
President. promising to write to the editor of The Veter- 

_tnary Record giving his views on the subject.* 


* This letter from Mr. Norris was not published. It 
came to hand here after we had the fuller report of the 
Court proceedings in type, and partly on account of limita- 
| tion of space, and because the independent report, which 
“gave almost the same explanation, was in the circumstances 


as you know, always at home in the arena of debate. | thought preferable, the newspaper report was used.— 
He has left us a great example of an unselfish life, spent | 4. ”-R. 
in the interests of our common welfare as a profession,| The TREasuRER, Prof. J. F. Craig, M.a., sumitted the 
and I would like you to join with me in marking the following statement on the financial condition of the 
ont sense of loss our Association has met by his | Association :— 
th. 
Tt was arranged to wohl the Annual General Meeting Dr. J. ¥. Crate in account with the V.M.A.I., 1917. 
Tuesday evening, Jan. 28, 1918, in the Gresham 
Hotel, Du lin, at 6.30 p.m., to be followed by the | T° Balance from 1916 £3415 7 
annual dinner. Subscriptions £24 18 6 
The following candidates were nominated for election| | Atrears paid ai 1413 6 
as members of the Association :— Payments in advance 10 6 pens 
: seconder : Holland, Mr. Howard). 
J.J. are, Mr. Cushnahan, Capt. Reavy. 
W.E Etxrys, Waterford, (Prof. O’Connor, Prof. Craig). £814 9 
W. D.A.T.I., Mr. Cr. 
By Transfer to Bursary account 21 8 3 
E. MoSwiney, Cork, (Prof. O’Connor, Capt. { 
J.J. Ketty, Dublin, (Mr. Cushnahan, Me Norris ) Secretary’s expenses, assistant _ 10 0 0 
T. D. ConpEtL, Wexford, (Prof. O’Connor, Prof. Graig) Printing and reporting proceedings 35 0 
a following were nominated as officers for the yea™| — Contribution to N.V.M.A. (1916-17) 510 0 
President Prof. J. J. O’Connor 
Vice-Presidents: Messrs. J. B. Dunlop, W. P, Cush- £81 4 9 
nahan, R, H. Lambert. 
Hon. Treasurer: Prof. Craig (unopposed). Dr. Bursary Account, to January, 1918. 
Hon. Secretary : Prof. O’Connor ig go 
Council: Messrs. D. S. Prentice, L. M. Magee, J.S.|1917. Jan. 1. To Balance 3 3 
Malone, M. Purcell, R, H. Lam- Dee. 31. Proportion of interest 1 8-2 
be: Jd. 
The referred Burke case, before £49 11 5 
the Recorder, and remarked that it got a ve ress r. . 
notice. The Recorder’s remarks were certain y anything By en | Medal £0 26 
but discourteous towards the profession. He (the Presi- Balance—Invested £40 0 0 
_ dent) was present at the time. It was the report in the In Bank 9 811 
press that gave the false impression. The Recorder said 49 811 
there was no more professional men 
than veterinary surgeons, and that he was a very great F 
friend of the late f. Mettam. At the finish of the Examined and found correct, 
case, when Burke’s counsel was putting a farmer inte! 28th Jan., 1918. Joseph H. Woopworrs, F.c.A. 
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Prof. Craie: It will appoint a Trustee 
in of the late Mr. James McKenny. ; 
PRESIDENT said that, everything considered, he 
thought the balance sheet was a very satisfactory one. 
They had a larger balance than last year. During the 
year they did a lot of work which entailed a good deal 
of printing; but he did not think there was any item in 
the statement that they could take exception to. The 
point about appointing a second Trustee was an im- 
t 


portant one. 

Capt. Reavy proposed that Mr. Norris be appointed 
Trustee. Ths proposition was seconded by Mr. Mc 
Cann, su’ by Prof. O’Connor, and unanimously 


ith regard to the point raised as to the printing, 
the Secretary was instructed to take the matter in hand. 
On the proposition of Capt. Reavy, seconded by Mr. 
McCann, the. statement of accounts was adopted. 
The following members pro for election were, on 
the suggestion of Mr. Holland, elected in globo :— 


J. Herriorr, Tullow; A. F. Donnetty, Drogheda ; 
J. J. Coscrove, Kildare ; W. E. Erx1ns, Waterford ; 
J. J. Conpon, Knocklong ; E. McSwiney, Cork ; 
J. J. y, Dublin; T. D. ConpE xt, Wexford : 
W. Nyuan, Cahirciveen ; R. W. FLANNERY, D.A.T.I. ; 
S. W. Harrrexp, v.a.t.1.; G. W. Tyson, D.A.T.L ; 
W. Carucart, Blac . Dublin. 


THE RULEs. 

Prof. O’Connor mentioned that for some time the 
rules of the Association went in abeyance. He 4 
that the rules as heretofore in force be adhered to. 
was some suggestion that they should be altered, 
but after careful consideration he could not see any 

reason for altering them. 
Capt. Reavy seconded the proposal, which was passed. 


Tue BENEVOLENT FunpD. 


Prof. O’ConnorR made a strong ap for support for 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. He was sure 
that it wasn’t through any want of generosity on the 
pet of the Veterinary Surgeons of Ireland that the 

nd was not better supported, but by reason of the 
fact that they weren’t sufficiently acquainted with it. 
The subscription was only 10/6, and it meant a great 
deal in keeping the wolf from the door of many of their 
distressed aires or their dependants. 


The election of officers for 1918 resulted as follows :— 
President: Prof. J.J.O’Connor. Vice-Presidents: 
Messrs. J. B. Dunlop, and W. P. Cushnahan. 

Hon. Treasurer : Prof. J. F. Craig (re-elected). 

Hon. Secretary : Prof. J. J. O’Connor (re-elected). 

Council: Messrs. D. 8. Prenti . Magee, J. 8. 
McCann, W. W. Malone, F. J. Daly. 


PRESIDENTIAL. 

Prof, O’Connor, on taking the chair, said he did not 
intend to deliver an address as the hour was late and 
dinner was about to be served. He would confine him- 
self to a few general remarks. 

His first duty was to thank them for electing him 
President for the coming year. Needless to say he 
epquoctated the honour very much. He was very proud 
to be the recipient of the highest gift at their » Cea: 
especially when he thought of his many distinguished 

rs whose names were known to them all and 
were sufficient to remind them of their high standing in 
the profession. Along with the pride he felt, he had 
also feelings of diffidence on account of the responsilities 
of that office, but he was fortified by the knowled 
that he would have the support of the ex-President, the 


existing past-Presidents, and all the members of the! be 


Association. In these circumstances he felt sure that 
he would succeed in fulfilling the traditions of the 
former occupants of the chair. It was sad to look back 


and find that so many of the past-Presidents had been 
called away by death from amongst them. Within the 
past year two of their most distinguishedimembers had 
died, namely. Prof. Mettam, and Mr. McKenny. They 
all knew the t loss the Association had sustained by 
the death of those two eminent associates, and he would 
simply endorse the eloquent reference made to them by 
their outgoing President, Mr. Norris. _ 

Like other organisations of a similar kind, the Associ- 
ation was a very important body, having many useful 
functions to a. It was a pity, and a matter of 
very great surprise that so many veterinary sur, 
within its sphere of action, do not realise that fact and 
support it. There were many ways in which it could 
do . He might mention briefly a few directions in 
which its influence might be exercised. For example, 
the public services, such as the Army, Board of Agri- 
culture, and Municipal Health Departments. It might 
suggest toy mn in the working of the veteri 
branches of these departments, and insist that the mem- 
bers of their profession occupying itions therein re- 
ceive adequate remuneration, and that their status be 
recognised as that of men belonging to a learned pro- 
fession. 

Apropos of this they should be on the quz vive with 
Pn to the Ministry of Public Health, to see that 
they receive due recognition under its administration. 
Their power in intervening in matters of that kind had 
been tty well exemplified in the success which at- 
tended the efforts of the deputation which waited on 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruc- 
tion with regard to the grievances of their Veteri 
Inspectors. At that stage he might say that their best 
thanks were due to their outgoing President, Mr. Norris, 
for the way in which he organised and conducted the 
matter. (Hear, hear). 

It might also be their function to take legal proceed- 
ings against quacks and charlatans, who infringed their 
rights and imposed upon the public—such as “ Professor” 
Burke. He was glad to see that they had got a verdict 
each time against this impostor. 

Another matter which they might attend to was that 
of veterinary education. It was a very big subject and 
very debatable. There was one defect that struck him 
often in connection with the Colleges; that was the 
want of a farm in connection with the institution where 
veterinary students, especially those brought up in the 
towns and cities, could have an opportunity of becomi 
familiar with the habits and characteristics of the ani- 
mals on the farm, and where clinical teachers could keep 
in touch with the animals on which they lecture. Veter- 
inary Societies should advocate University Veterinary 

s. 
titioners, again, might be well advised to take 
advantage of the Associations to hear scientific papers 
on practical subjects discussed, and to witness the in- 
teresting specimens exhibited and the practical demot- 
strations given. 

It is the duty also of the Veterinary Associations to 
see that the profession in Ireland a representative 
on the Council of the Royal noe Bigg | ould make 
every effort to elect their candidate. But this wasa 
matter which involved a great deal of e se on the 
gentleman they elect, and the members of the profession 
in Ireland should guarantee him part, at least, of his 
out-of-pocket expenses. 

They would also like to have a representative in Par- 
liament, but they could hardly hope for that ex 
perhaps, when oy hoes their own Legislative Assembly, 
when might be able to manage it. : 
Now, they did not know what the conditions would 

after the war. Probably the struggle would be 

greater ; therefore, the profession should be thoroughly 

organised so as to be prepared to safeguard their inter- 

ests and fight any dificulties that beset them. They 
\ 


‘ 
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should present a united front and then their demands, 
if reasonable, would be irresistible. 

The country members he might say were the back- 
bone of the Association, and everything should be done 
to study their convenience with regard to the holding of 
meetings. They should arrange their proceedings for a 
time to suit them. 

Mr. Howarp proposed a vote of thanks to the out- 

ing President. Mr. HoLLANnp seconded, and it was 
carried with applause. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


The annual dinner was held subsequently, Prof. J. J. 
O’Connor presided. The guests included :— 

Members : Messrs. Norris, Dunlop, Howard, Holland, 
Cushnahan, Doyle, Magee, McCann, Cosgrove, Kelly, 
O’Donaghue, Daly (F), Tyson, Profs. Craig and Brown, 
and Capt. Reavy, A.v.c. 

Visitors : Dr. Magennis, Major Taylor, a.v.c., Messrs. 
O'Connor, L.p s., Clark, Burry, Rath Holland, Twomey, 
Keating, Knightley, Meade and Brady. 

The toast of The King having been duly honoured, 

The PRESIDENT said he had a very important toast to 
propose—that of the Navy and Army (hear, hear). He 
thought he was safe in saying that they constituted the 
most important services in the country. Should they 
collapse the empire would collapse. They were indebted 
to them for preventing the invasion of their country by 

the <"_ 4 He some connection with the army 
. himself, being an officer, with his coll es, Profs. 
Craig and Dunn, in the Royal Veterinary College con- 
tingent of the Officers Training Corps. He had also 
served in the Army Veterinary Department during the 
South African War. 

He had not much to do with the Na 
into contact with it at various ports, in the embarkation 
and disembarkation of horses. 

They knew that the bmg ae d Corps had acquitted 
itself with t distinction in the present war—it had 
frequently been mentioned in the public press for the 
good work it had done. The only drawback at the 
present time was the lack of men. Enough veterinary 
surgeons could not be got to fill the vacant positions. 
However, they had overcome what appeared to be in- 
surmountable difficulties in carrying out their work. 
They had kept the death rate of the horses at a very 
low re—at a figure not much, if anything, above 
that of peace time, which was a wonderful achievement. 
They had a gentleman present who was indirectly con- 
nected with the combatant fo’ for they had the 
honour of having amongst them Mr. John Holland, 
father of Capt. Holland, the famous V.C. (applause) 
who performed such wonderful feats of bravery on the 
battlefield. From what he had heard of his achieve- 
ments he should, in fact, have got several V.Cs. instead 
of one. He would couple with the toast the names of 

jor Taylor and Mr. John Holland, 
he toast was enthusiastically drunk. 

Major Taytor said he attended the dinner at the 
invitation of Capt. Reavy without — idea of naling 
a - He felt: honoured at having his name coupl 
with the toast, but he thought Mr. Holland being his 
senior ought to have spoken first. Asa humble member 
of the Army Veterinary Corps, he only came here in 
July after hard soldiering in Gallipoli, Suez Canal, Eeypt, 

the Somme. He was invalided here as a kin 
of derelict. After a hard time last year on the Somme 
’ he landed in Ireland with a feeling of thankfulness. 
He still had that feeling of thankfulness. He felt he 

arrived amongst ple he understood, or people 
whom he wished to understand. His mother was Irish, 
he was me to say. He travelled about Ireland a good 
deal on his 


, but he came 


inspection duties, and he could only say he | i 
hearted hospi 


met with nothing but the most warm- 


tality 
everywhere he went, 


Mr. Jonn who was received with 
said he only wished he could appear, as Major Taylor, 
after hard service abroad. He thanked them sincerely 
for the compliment paid him through his son’s aceom- 

lishments. one ped he should admit that he was 
Logitimately roud of his work. He was —— to an- 
nounce that he had a second son serving in Mesopotamia. 
posed “Th officers.” H 
r. HOWARD pro “The outgoing e 
need hardly comment, he said, on the usefulness of the 
Association. The older men present remembered when 
the veterinary profession in Ireland was rather scattered 
to the winds. The man at one end of the country only 
knew the man at the other end by name, and unfortun- 
ately at times didn’t have a high opinion of the man 
who was only 30 or 40 miles away. The founding of 
the Association had changed all that, and to-day the 
members throughout the country were known to each 
other, and were on the best of terms. A from 
that, some very practical work redounding to the 
credit of the Association had been accomplished. Of 
course it was prubably through the officers they had 
had in the past that such work was accomplished. 
They had at the head of affairs some of men 
who were pillars of the profession in the past. He 
was sorry they missed that night from their festive 
board one of these great men—a man who might be 
really considered father of the Association ; he referred 
to the late James McKenny. The work that Mr. 
McKenny did for the Association he was afraid would 
never be sufficiently appreciated. They were enjoying 
the fruits of his labours to-day. The outgoing officers, 
particularly Mr. Norris, who ” guided their ship for 
the past year, had certainly followed on the lines laid 
down for them aad had helped them over the strenuous 
times they had passed through. 

The Association had accomplished one piece of work 
in the past year in regard to the crying grievance of a 
certain section of their members—those connected with 
the Department of Agriculture. The institution known 
as the British Treasury, which held the purse-strings, 
had at all times considered that this little country was 
only entitled to kicks, while men on the other side of 
the channel, even if they were Irishmen, were treated 
decently. The veterinary officers of the Department in 
Ireland had the same qualifications and the same class 
of work—if anything, harder work, than the officers of 
the English Department, but received much less re- 
muneration in the way of salary and emoluments. To 
a certain extent that grievance was done away with 
now, and if for no other reason, the Association was 
worthy of support. He was sorry they hadn’t ten times 
as many members present to show their sympathy with 
the work of the Association and its officers. 

The toast was warmly honoured. 

Mr. NorkIs, responding, said he was very grateful for 
the kind way in which they proposed the health of the 
outgoing officers, and for the very warm reception they 
had given it. e Presidency of the Association might 
be a very dignified one, but he didn’t mind confessing 
that he didn’t think its duties were very arduous. He 
certainly had not had a very strenuous year of office. 
At the same time their activities during the past 
fully justified their existence. Mr. Howard touched on 
some of the losses during the past year. He would just 
say in ing that indeed they suttained two very 
severe blows in losing two of their prominent members 
—men who were at their festive board the last time 
they met, who were most eminent in their profession, 
and who had left footprints behind that they might do 
well to try to follow. During the past year, al 
aay base only two regular meetings they were 
in bringing forward L, interesting subjects which 
were thoroughly disc . The discussion which had 
been reported in the Veterinary Press reflected credit en 
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their Association. As to what had been obtained, he 
was afraid the President was rather too optimistic. But 
they made a good fight, and he should say he was sur- 
prised at the result. Still there was a tremendous lot 
to be done. a were still suffering under unjust griev- 
ances, and would not rest satisfied until they occupied 
in every respect as regards emoluments the position of 
their colleagues at the other side of the channel. 

It was sometimes said that Associations such as theirs 
were more or less narrow or selfish ; instituted for the 
benefit of a small clique. That was so, perhaps, to some 
extent, but if they worked for the benefit of their mem- 
bers, and gained for them certain concessions, it all tended 
to the greater efficiency of their profession, and efficiency 
in their profession ultimately redounded to the public 
good. Like Mr. Howard, he wasa —_ old member 
of the Association, and could speak from his own know- 
ledge of the very great good it had done for the pro- 
fession. He had no hesitation whatever in predicting 
for it a most brilliant future. That depended, however, 
a good deal on the support it got/from the rank and file. 
Unfortunately, in the past it hadn’t got the support 
they might expect. He hoped in the future the mem- 
bers would come to their meetings and put forward 
every effort in defence of their interests. (Applause). 
a. REAvy pro the hew President, and said he 
was the right man in the right place. To ae anything 
further in his praise would be “ painting the lily.’ 

The PREsIDENT said he was very proud of the position 
he occupied as President of that very important Associ- 
ation, especially when he thought of the very distin- 
guished men who had already occupied the Presidential 
chair. The Association had many important functions 
to perform in safeguarding their interests, and in pro- 
moting veterinary science generally. It had always 
been a surprise to him that more of the veterinary sur- 
geons in Ireland did not join some Veterinary Associ- 
ation, and a still ter surprise that some who did 
join their Society forgot to pay their subscriptions, and 
thus automatically resigned their membership. He 
hoped in the future that all the members of their pro- 
fession in Ireland would unite and stick together for 
their common good. Union meant strength—as they 
saw in all the great organisations throughout the 
country. 

The President then asked Maj. Taylor—a past Presi- 
dent of the Midland Association of England, to say a 
few words. 

Maj. TayLor, who was received with applause, said 
he stood up without the slightest A my tion of what 
he was about to say. He had the honour of bein 
President of the Midland Veterinary Association o 
England for two years, and in that official capacity he 

ised the value of Societies of this kind, and he just 
wished to have a heart to heart talk as to the value of 
being a member of such an Association. 

Major Taylor, proceeding, gave useful advice tc the 
younger members of the profession, and at the conclu- 
sion of his remarks received hearty applause. 

Mr. CusHNAHAN, who proposed “ The Visitors,” said 
it was a pleasure to see amongst the visitors so many of 
the other professions After listening to the 
various musical items I cannot let this occasion pass 
without making reference to the Profession of Music. 
To-night we have listened with pleasure to one of 
Dublin’s most promising young tenors, Mr. Leo Meade- 
Brady. *Mr. Clarke-Barry came to-night at great in- 
convenience to himself, as our guest. His pianoforte 
selections you have just listened to, and if he were not 
so well known to you all and to Dublin audiences, I 
should like to say more in his praise. It is particularly 

to see the Profession of Medicine and its 

of Dental Surgery so well and ably represented 
amongst our guests. Dublin’s most distinguished 
pbysician, the late Sir Christopher Nixon Bank, many 


years ago saw the relationship existing between human 
and veterinary medicine. It was through his instu- 
mentality that a veterinary college was established in 
Dublin, as he foresaw also the benefit which both pro- 
fessions might derive through their further linking-up 
it was his intention to have the veterinary college an ex- 
tra mural school of the New National University, of 
which he was then Vice-Vhancellor. If his life had 
been spared | have no doubt that this University would 
now be conferring degrees in veterinary science. 

To-night we have with us an eminent member of the 
medical profession, Dr. Magennis. I think we are 
honoured by his presence here; his attainments may 
not be known to you all, but I may say he is a past 
President of the Apothecaries Hall of Ireland—one of 
the oldest licensing medical bodies ; he is also a member 
of the General Medical Council. 

Reference was made earlier to Mr. Holland’s son, who 
has won the V.C. I should like to mention in passin 
that Dr. Magennis’ son, Dr. Jim Magennis, has serv 
with distinction in the French Army. The French 
Authorities took notice of the work he had done, and I 
should say that his French medical colleagues made him 
a valuable presentation on leaving their service. 

It is a great pleasure to me to couple with the toast 
the name of Dr. Magennis. I will now ask you to drink 
heartily to the toast of our visitors. 2 

Dr. MAGENNIs in reply said as a medical man he felt 
he was amongst members of the brother profession. The 
veterinary profession was closely allied to the medical 
profession. All the diseases that you treat we treat, and 
we have certainly the advantage of you in as much as 
our patients can communicate with us and aid us very 
considerably by their speech. You have a much more 
difficult task to perform not being aided by the powers 
of speech of your patients. He was very pleased that 
the professions were becoming, so much associated. In 
fact he > they should be really united. One Ging 
he always felt in regard to the veterinary or medi 
professions and that was that they did not exercise that 

rsonality in public matters that they should exercise. 
ff they did they would bea very great power in Ireland. 
They should be on all the public doers and should have 
a representative in Parliament. It was with 

leasure he listened to the excellent advice of Major 

‘aylor tothe young men of the profession. He was 
afraid they could not a as he ee such 
valuable information. he young members of the pro- 
fession were really the backbone of the Association. If 
they had got the youth they might be sure that every- 
thing was bound to flourish. Referring to the Dental 
profession, of which he understood a representative was 

resent, they were perhaps a little bit annoyed at not 
Lovion a representative on the General Medical Council, 
but he could assure them that their interests were very 
specially looked after on the Council. Concluding, he 
said that Professor O’Connor, he was sure, would carry 
on the work of the Association with increased vigour. 
They all knew that he was a man who was in the fore- 
front of his profession. He (Dr. Magennis) was ex- 
tremely obliged to them, on behalf of the visitors, for 
the great hospitality they had extended towards them. 

The PRESIDENT said he was sure they were all de- 
lighted at having Dr. Magennnis a. Personally he 
should thank him for his kind reference to him. 

Mr. Barry also responded. 

The PRESIDENT mentioned that they had a very dis- 
tinguished veterinary surgeon among them in the person 
of Mr. Dunlop, who was also the famous inventor of the 
pneumatic tyre, and he called on him for a short address. 

Mr. Duntop said he might be able to invent a pneu- 
matic tyre but he was not able to speak. He did not 
know that he would be capable of giving them any ad- 


vice because it was 25 years since he left the profession. 
Though it was a very long time it seemed only like 
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rday, and he still took an interest in the profession 

m a scientific point of view. If he were to give them 
advice it would be to look after the interests of their 
clients and they would look after their interests. If they 
looked after the interests of their clients they would 
not require to push their business, it would push them. 
At intervals very pleasing musical items were con- 
tributed by Messrs. Clarke Berry, Brady, McCann, 


Tyson, and Howard. 


but he did not give him permission as he had no legal 
authority to do so.” 

Mr. Frankham: You say Mr. Isherwood told you that 
he told Mr. Allan that the horse would be fit for work if 
he washed and dressed it !—Yes. 

The Clerk : There is no case against Mr. Isherwood. 

Mr. Frankham: You refer to something which took 
place before the offence ?—No, at the time. 

Supt. Irving: Whether or not the horse was free from 
disease, no one had authority to take it out !—No one 


A Mange prosecution. 

At Blyth (Northumberland) Petty Sessions Court, on 
Tuesday, March 5, before Mr. T. Heatley (Chairman), 
Mr. John Goulding, Mr. Chris. Hunter, and Mr. Chas. 
Baldwin, Mr. Chas. Alderson (Clerk), and Supt. Irving, 
Thomas Allen, contractor, was charged with having 
illegally moved a horse which was affected with parasitic 
mange, without proper authority. J. P. Isherwood, 
veterinary surgeon, was charged with authorising the 
removal of the said horse. Mr. J. L Frankhan, solicitor, 
Newcastle, appeared for Mr. Allan, and Mr. P. M. Dodds 
for Mr. Isherwood. 

Edward Turton said he was a horsekeeper, employed 
by Mr. Allan. On Feb. 18 he was ordered to take a 
horse from the stable, and had it worked for two hours. 
It had not been out since. 

Mr. Dodds: Who ordered you to take it out ~—Mr. 


- Allan, and Mr. Isherwood gave sanction to take it out. 


You are in the employ of Mr. Allan ; were you present 
when the veterinary surgeon told your employer about 
this horse ?—I was there when Mr. Isherwood told Wil- 
iam Allan the horse could go to work. Mr. Isherwood 
said the horse could be put into the field for a few days. 

Do you know the police permitted Mr. Allan to do 
that cannot say. 

Supt. Irving: The horse had to be washed and not 
brought into contact with others ?— Yes. 

Do you know if it was suffering from parasitic mange 
at the time ?—No, it was cured. 

Mr. Dodds: Mr. Isherwood was not there when you 
took the horse out !—No. 

Do you know how often Mr. Isherwood saw it }— 
About every other day, [ think, but I am not sure. 

ae Burrell said : On Feb. 19 he met Mr. Allan and 
asked how the horse was going on, as he had not seen it 
for several days ; and Allan replied that he had had it 

ed and worked. He asked Allan what authority he 
for doing so, and he replied that Mr. Isherwood had 
told him to yoke it. 

Supt. Irving: Was the horse examined by Mr. Elphick, 
the Board of Agriculture Veterinary Inspector ?— Yes, on 
the 2ist. I accompanied him, and it was not free from 
disease then. 

Has it been freed since !—It has not been freed yet. 

Mr. Allen previously had — mange amongst his 
horses ?—Yes. So that he knew perfectly well the reg- 
ulations Yes. 

Did you afterwards see Mr. Isherwood ?—Yes, and he 
replied: “I told Mr. Allan last week the horse could be 
washed over; I did not give permission to Mr. Allan, 
but told him he would have to give notice.” 

Mr. Dodds : You were present on the 2Ist, when Mr. 
Elphick was there?—Yes. Did he say the horse was 
not free from the mange '—He would not pass it. He 
said the disease was about killed, but he was not quite 
certain. The horse was not fit to be worked on account 
of his ig | state and the tenderness of his skin. 

Sergt. Burrell then read a letter written by Supt. 
Irving to Mr. Isherwood, asking Mr. Isherwood if he 
gave Mr. Allan permission to work the horse, and if se, 
on whose authority he gave that permission: Mr. Isher- 
wood replied “He told Mr. Allan that if the horse were 
properly washed he could work him in a week’s time, 


had ; and the offence is a very serious one. 

Mr. Frankham : I am afraid my client has committed 
a technical offence, and it would be idle to say other- 
wise. He should undoubtedly have waited until he got 
form “B,” but I think there is some excuse for this 
offence. He employed a veterinary to look after the 
horses which had been under treatment, and that vet. 
had told Mr Allan the horse had been cured, and that 
he should give it some exercise. Mr. Allan had removed 
the horse into a field and thought there could be no 
harm as the horse was quite cured, and it was taken to 
the field, which was from 60 to 100 yards from the 
stables. There had been no attempt on Mr. Allan’s 
part to commit a breach of the law, and he sheuld not 
punished for a slight error. There were extenuating 
circumstances in the case, and he asked the Bench to 
take those facts into consideration. 

Thomas Allan was sworn and stated that his horse 
had been affected with parasitic mange, and he bad em- 
ployed Mr. Isherwood to look after it. On the morning 
of Feb. 18th he saw Mr. Isherwood who said the horse 
was fit to work, and would be better working; and told 
him to yoke it intoa cart. Witness then gave instruc- 
tions for the horse to be taken into the field. He could 
not have got it into a field without taking it across the 
highway. He had never made any attempt to evade the 
regulations, and he told the sergeant honestly that the 
horse had been yoked, and when Sergt. Burrell had 
asked him who gave him his authority to have done so 
he replied Mr. Isherwood. Witness said he knew nothing 
about Form “B.” 

Supt. Irving: had you not an crder that it was para- 
sitic mange !—Yes, certainly I did. 

Did you notice that the restrictions made it impera- 
tive that there must be a notice in writing !—No, I 
did not see that. 

This place where you have the stables is behind Wins- 
leydale Terrace !—Yes. 

Were there other horses there !—Yes, but this horse 
was cured. 

Is it cured yet ?--Mr. Isherwood says it is. 

Wm. Allan, son of defendant, said he knew he had to 
have a form when a horse was suffering from parasitic 
mange, but did not know about the other form. 

J. P. Isherwood, M.R.c.v.s., was sworn, and said he 
had had the horse under treatment. On the 27th he'told 
Mr. Allan that the horse would be ready for work ina 
week, and all that was wanted was a thorough washing. 
He was satisfied that the horse was then free from 
mange, and all he had done was to intimate that the 
horse would be able to work within a week. All he 
could do was to advise Mr. Allan that the horse was free 
from disease and fit for work. 

Mr. Frankham : You say the horse was absolutely 
cured 

And that it would be better if worked!— Yes, be- 
cause his legs were swelling. 

The Chairman said the case against Mr. Isherwood 
would be dismissed. In the other charge they had taken 
it into consideration that there had not been any inten- 
tion to commit an offence, still as it was they fined 
Allan two guineas. 


(Several ications are unavoidably held over.) 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
War Office, March 8. 
The following is the correct description of Officer 
whose award was published in London Gazette dated 
Jan. 1, 
To Be Brevet 
Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) A. Olver, C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S., A.V.C. 


War Office, March 12. 
The Goevetary of State for War has received the fol- 
lowing dispatch : 
General Headquarters, 


Mesopotamia Expeditionary Force, 
November 2, 1917. 
reference to the concluding of 
Dispatch dated Oct. 15, 1917, I have the honour to 
submit herewith a list of names of those Officers serving, 
e who have served, under my command, whose dis- 
tinguished and gallant services and devotion to duty I 
consider deserving of special mention. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
obedient Servant, 
F. S. Maude, Lt.-General. 


SrarFr. 
* 


* * * 
Lt.-Col. (temp. Col.) W. D. Smith, c.m.c., D.s.0., A.v.c. 


Army VETERINARY Corps. 
Temp. Capt. J. Bell; Temp. Capt. J. Forbes; Tem 
Capt. WH James ; Temp. uiegen Be 
Lt.-Col. W. A. Wood; Temp. Capt. R. Capt. 
W. H. Wortley, Spee. Res.; Lt. i Wright: S Shoeing- 


smith Cpl. J. H. wae a C.J. 
R.F.A.; Pte. (acta. Set. ylor, 
SE/2166 ; Gar. J, Want, 62434, R 
InpIaAN VETERINARY SERVICES. 
Farr. Staff Sgt. S. Nunn, 32970; Farr. Staff Sgt. A. V. 


Palmer, 26775; Vet. Asst. Abdul Rahman Khan, 107/18; 
Naik Syce Bihari, 9; Cav. Elai Bux, 25 Nailbund; 
Vet. Asst. Ghulam Mohoynddin, 17; Naik Syce Lontan, 
37; Naik Syce Peter, 2; Cav. Subati Bux, 71 Nalbund. 


The following Di h has been received by the Sec- 

retary of State for 
Geheral Taitiiittiie: East Africa Force, 
11th Oct., 1917. 

My Lord,—I beg to forward herewith the names of 
those Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, and Men of 
the Forces under my command whom I wish to bring to 
your notice for meritorious service in the Field. 

I have the honour to be, My Lord, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
J. Van DEVENTER, Lt.- ‘Gen. 


Temp. and Hon. Lt. R. H. 
E. Dawson, 695 ; Sgt.-Maj. T. W. Johnston, 529. 


= 


Stroup.—On March 7, at 59 The Avenue, Ealing, W., 
to the wife of E. Lionel Strond. F.R O.V.8.—a daughter. 
Mr. W. Irish, V.S., Cosham, Hants, who is sufferi 

trom a severe "attack of blood isoning contrac 
whilst in attendance on a heifer, is now making satis- 


factory progress. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 


Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t oy Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- Ont- | Ani- 18h 
Period. bbreaks| mais. | Out- | Ani- [breake| mals. | | Out- Blangh: 
bresks| mals. breaks .° 
(a) (a) (b) () (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended March 9 5 5 125 | 265 4 18 ll 
1917... 12 | 18 2 2) 76] 175] 22: 58 13 
1916. | 16 | 18 60} 145) 87 | 214 
1915 | 17 7 55 | 206 
Total for 10 weeks, 1918 68 | 76 6 | 24 | 1519 | 2987] 177] 142 | 49 
—— 
1917 139 | 166 7| wi] 827| 1783! 204] 411 137 
Trakeae” 1916 133 | 154 1 24 15; 46] 834 ses | 136} 791 | 2380 
1915 172 | 192 7; wu 114] 746 | 3043 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive 


a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Loca] Authorities. 
_. Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March !2, 1918 


nnties affected. animals ati 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


+ Co 


IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 2 | jie ees sash 2 13 1 5 
ove 7 4 39 
Corresponding Week in { 1916 ... a Te 1 13 5 20 
1915... one eee 2 10 6 49 

Total for 9 weeks, 1918 37 119 3 19 
1917 ... 2 2 1 1 7 131 35 238 
Uorresponding period in { 1916 ... 1 5 pa ets 18 142 36 105. 
1915... 10 131 89° 248 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary 3 Branch), Dublin, March 4, 1918. 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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